Mayo Ideas Week will include a series of idea
generation and entrepreneurship events hosted
by the development and enterprise support
agencies in Co. Mayo.
Beidh seimineáir ar siúl i rith na seachtaine ar
chúrsaí gnó agus fiontraíochta ag na gníomhaireachtaí forbartha agus fiontair i gContae
Mhaigheo.
MONDAY 27th SEPTEMBER
New Opportunities & Effective Networking
in Tourism
WORKSHOP 2.30pm – 6.00pm, Civic Centre, Belmullet
Hosted by: Údarás na Gaeltachta and Erris Beo
The presenter is Prof. Jim Deegan. Director of the National
Centre for Tourism Policy Studies (NCTPS), University of Limerick
and Professor of Tourism Policy, Prof. Deegan is an economist
by training and his research interests and publications are in all
facets of public policy for tourism and he has undertaken project
research and consultancy on behalf of the Irish Government,
The European Commission, The World Bank and many public
and private sector organisations He will discuss the trends and
opportunities in the tourism sector as well as the importance of
networking for innovation.
Admission is free and places are limited. To attend, you must
register by Friday 17th September with Sorcha Murray, Erris
Tourism Tel: (097) 82292. (Participants are requested to complete a short survey in advance of the workshop, which will
remain strictly confidential to Prof. Deegan)

New Opportunities for Farm Resources
SEMINAR 7.00pm - 9.30pm Gateway Hotel, Swinford
Hosted by: Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Company
This seminar features the presenters from the RTE programme
"Higher Ground" Paul McCarthy and Peter Young. They will be
looking at the opportunities for entrepreneurship on the farm.
Peter Young writes a weekly column in the Farmer’s Journal on

innovation, farm diversification and the challenges of starting and
running a small business in rural Ireland. As editor of the on-off
farm pages in the Irish Farmers Journal he regularly features small
businesses and focuses on how they address the challenges such
as distribution, finance and most importantly profitability. Paul Mc
Carthy is a Rural Business Specialist with Teagasc, a role where he
has mentored and guided many early stage start-ups through to
trading profitably. His main areas of focus are innovation, practical business planning and the setting and achieving of profit-driven
goals.
Admission free. To attend you must register by Wed 22nd September with Anne Finn, Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Tel: (094)
9256745

TUESDAY 28th SEPTEMBER
New Opportunities & Effective Networking
in Tourism
WORKSHOP 9.30am – 1.00pm Hotel Ballina
Hosted by: Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Company Ltd
The presenter is Prof. Jim Deegan, Director of the National Centre
for Tourism Policy Studies (NCTPS), University of Limerick and Professor of Tourism Policy.   Prof. Deegan is an economist by training
and his research interests and publications are in all facets of public
policy for tourism and he has undertaken project research and consultancy on behalf of the Irish Government, The European Commission, The World Bank and many public and private sector organisations He will discuss the trends and opportunities in the tourism
sector as well as the importance of networking for innovation.
Admission is free and places are limited. To attend you must register
by Wed 22nd September with Anne Finn, Mayo North East LEADER
Partnership Tel: (094) 9256745. (Participants are requested to complete a short survey in advance of the workshop, which will remain
strictly confidential to Prof. Deegan)

Investing in Business
SEMINAR 11am- 1pm J.J. Gannon's, Ballinrobe
Hosted by: HPSU Skillnet and WESTBIC Business Innovation
Centre
This Information seminar on opportunities and supports for investing in enterprise with Laura Lynch from Mazars, and Gerry Mackey

from the Business Angels Partnership. Laura Lynch is a Director
with Mazars, Galway, specialising in taxation. An Associate of
both the Institute of Chartered Accountants and the Irish Taxation Institute, Laura has more than 10 years experience as an
advisor, specialising in particular in providing financial advice
to start up companies, entrepreneurs and investors, including
business purchase and sale, investment strategy and retirement
and succession planning. Gerry Mackey is the regional manager
of the Halo Business Angel Partnership in the BMW region. The
Business Angel Partnership is working to develop and foster the
growth of private equity and business angel activity, by matching
private investors with pre-screened investment opportunities in
start-up, early stage and developing businesses
Admission free. Booking advisable as places are limited. Please
register with Gert O'Rourke, HPSU Skillnet Tel: (086) 6389757 by
Friday 24th Sept.

Pitching Your Business Plan to Investors
ONE TO ONE SESSIONS 2pm - 4.30pm J. J. Gannons,
Ballinrobe
Hosted by: HPSU Skillnet and WESTBIC Business Innovation
Centre
One to one sessions are being offered to entrepreneurs with a
completed business plan who are actively seeking investment
for their business.   Entrepreneurs will have the opportunity to
rehearse their pitch to potential investors and will get valuable
feedback on what investors are looking for and how best to
structure their presentations.   Laura Lynch of Mazars and Gerry
Mackey of the Halo Business Angel Partnership are experienced
in working with both entrepreneurs and investors and can advise
on the type of questions posed by investors and the information
they will be looking for.
Admission free. Booking is advisable as places are limited. To
attend you must register by Friday 24th September, with Gert
O'Rourke, HPSU Skillnet Tel: (086) 6389757.

WEDNESDAY 29th SEPTEMBER
Digital Media and Creative Industries in Mayo
SEMINAR 2pm - 5pm Linenhall Arts Centre, Castlebar
Hosted by: Mayo County Development Board, WESTBIC
Business Innovation Centre and CISNET Creative Industries
Network
This seminar will focus on the trends and the commercial opportunities in digital media and the creative industries, for entrepreneurs and professionals in Co. Mayo. Dr. Stephen Brennan,
Director of Marketing at the Digital Hub, will give an overview

of the Digital Media sector in Ireland and internationally and will
give a flavour of the commercial opportunities coming down the
line. He will also outline the experience of The Digital Hub in
fostering collaboration and supporting the growth of the digital
sector nationally. Paul Cummins, CEO, Telegael will outline his
experiences in running an international digital entertainment
company from the West of Ireland, and his advice for those interested in this sector. This will be followed by a panel discussion
on the creative industries in Mayo, chaired by John Coll, Director
of Community & Enterprise with Mayo Co. Council, and featuring contributions from Mayo based professional artists such as
musician and composer Emer Mayock, among others.
Admission free. Please register with Helen Fadian, Mayo
County Development Board Tel: (094) 9047545 by
Friday 24th Sept.

WEDNESDAY 29th SEPTEMBER

FRIDAY 1st OCTOBER

IdeaGen - Medical Devices Sector

Leadership in Business Programme

WORKSHOP 4pm - 6.30pm Harlequin Hotel, Castlebar
Hosted by: Enterprise Ireland

PROGRAMME (Module 1 of 5) Commencing 9.30am
Civic Centre, Belmullet
Hosted by: HPSU Skillnet and Mayo Ideas Lab

Enterprise Ireland is calling on entrepreneurs with the vision and
capability to build high-growth scalable businesses in the medical devices sector to take part in this exciting idea generation
and networking event. This event will include a briefing from an
industry expert, as well as facilitated brainstorming sessions and
discussions around emerging opportunities in this fast moving
sector. Ideagen is a new nationwide initiative that is aiming to
stimulate the next wave of high-growth Irish businesses whose
success is based on a pioneering idea, technology or innovation.
How? By connecting Ireland’s brightest researchers with highcalibre entrepreneurs at a series of dynamic opportunity focused
events. This event will be facilitated by Sean McNulty, from
Innovator, a leading Irish innovation consultancy.

This programme focuses on leadership and strategy development and is targeted at CEOs and Senior Management
of SMEs in Co. Mayo. The programme consists of five modules running fortnightly from Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd
October. The five modules will cover Leadership, Innovation, Strategy, Marketing and Sales. Each module runs over
the full day on Friday and a half day on Saturday morning.
Each module will be delivered by trainers with a high level
of expertise in that area, and will incorporate a presentation
from a successful Irish entrepreneur or strategist. The programme costs €590 per company and this covers attendance by up to two employees.

Admission free. Open to Entrepreneurs and Professionals in the
Medical Device / Healthcare sector. You must register by Friday
17th September with Anne Marie Flannelly, Enterprise Ireland Tel:
(091) 735900.

Registration fee. To attend you must register and pay by
Fri 24th September. For further information contact Gert
O'Rourke, HPSU Skillnet Tel: (086) 6380757 or Joan Fahey,
Mayo Ideas Lab Tel: (097) 27945

THURSDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

Developments in the Wind Energy Sector

Spirit of Entrepreneurship

SEMINAR 2pm - 4.30pm Training Centre,
Aras an Chontae, Castlebar
Hosted by: South West Mayo Development Company

Two leading entrepreneurs, Johnathon Ruane from Eventovate
and Leonard Moran from Ovagen, will address this year’s Enterprise Evening hosted by the Innovation in Business Centre (IiBC)
at Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) Castlebar. Also,
from 6pm the IiBC client companies will showcase their product
offerings allowing people to view the types of businesses formed
since the opening of the centre. Eventovate were listed on the
2010 Techcrunch Euro Top 100 (one of only 3 Irish Companies)
and on the 2010 Irish Times Tech Top 50 companies. In May
2009, Eventovate were awarded the BOI Bright Ideas Challenge Award for New Business Start Ups. The second speaker,
Leonard Moran, sold his former company BioLabs in 2002 to US
Group Charles River Laboratories for €25 million plus a €3 million
earn out. Prior to this, Leonard spent 8 years with the British
Medical Research Council (MRC) where he focused on clinical
research and specifically breeding SPF animals. Ovagen have
raised investment of €12m to date.
Admission free. Booking advisable as places are limited. Please
RSVP to Maria Staunton, IiBC at GMIT Tel: (094) 9043198 by
Friday 24th Sept

This seminar will look at recent developments in the Wind
Energy sector. Guest speakers will include Michael Walsh,
CEO of the Irish Wind Energy Association (IWEA) and
Michael Horan, a Mayo based entrepreneur. Michael Walsh
joined the IWEA in November 2007. Prior to joining he was
manager of market readiness at EirGrid where he supported
the introduction of the Single Electricity Market on the island
of Ireland.   Michael Horan will talk about his experiences in
the area of Micro Wind Generation.

Frank O’Reilly Design 098 25293

SEMINAR 6pm – 8.30pm Innovation in Business Centre at
GMIT, Castlebar
Hosted by: Innovation in Business Centre, GMIT

Admission free. Booking advisable as places are limited.
Please RSVP to Fiona McGee or Fionuala O’Malley, South
West Mayo Development Company Ltd Tel: (098) 41950 by
Friday 24th Sept
Déan teagmháil linn / Contact us
Nuálann Mhaigh Eo / Mayo Ideas Lab
Áisleann Bhéal an Mhuirthead
Bóthar an tSéipéil, Béal an Mhuirthead, Co. Mhaigh Eo
Teil: 097-27945
Fón Gluaisteach: 086-1764356
ríomhphost: jfahey@westbic.ie
www.mayoideaslab.ie
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